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A Murph Moment... 
I probably should have men oned to the carpool group  in my ride 

to  the  June  General  Membership  Mee ng  at  Odyssey                

Manufacturing  that  I have  trouble seeing very well  in a monsoon, 

driving,  blinding rain; before, not a er flying past the exit. We s ll 

made good  me, considering the re‐route; as I don’t drive 35 on the 

highway just because it’s raining; s ll go the speed limit if I can get 

around the idiots with their flashers on, but wasn’t smart enough to 

plug  in my phone  for google mapping. Considering  the downpour, 

we  s ll  had  15  people  at  the mee ng  at Odyssey’s  Hillsborough 

County  Facility. Our most sincere thanks go out to Pat Allman and 

his  team of professionals  for hos ng and sponsoring  the mee ng; 

Marjorie was  there  also,  she  had  set  up  for  us with  a  delicious      

Bar‐B‐Que  dinner  from  “First  Choice”.  Pat’s  team  is  an  amazing 

group, Pat by himself is a mind‐blowing individual; his energy seems 

endless. He not only par cipated in the mee ng by trying to coax us 

into  ge ng  a  TopOps  team  together,  explaining  the  process  and 

benefits; giving a prognos ca on on the future of chlorine gas with 

inside details; gave a tour of the bleach genera ng facility there at 

Massaro  Drive;  but  then  offered  to  take  us  all  over  to  his  new      

Distribu on  Center, with  440,000  tons  of  salt  stored  on  site,  the 

largest FRP tanks that can be made storing bleach for distribu on; 

rail car ready – truly amazing stuff.  

http://www.fwpcoa.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=859275&module_id=205480


more Murph from page 1...

I got a picture of  John Wolfe of Wolcoat  (45 year FW&PCOA member & Region XII newsle er  / year‐end 

sponsor), who won the Pat Flanagan Award this year and was to receive  it at the FWRC. He was unable to 

make the trip, so I wanted this picture for posterity, thank you again John for your dedica on and kindness 

shown throughout the years.  

I  men oned  at  the  GMM  the  Fall  State  Short 

School coming up August 14 – 18 in Ft. Pierce, and 

that  the  nomina ons  for  Fall  State  Short  School 

award are due  in by  June 30th,  this  is normally an 

earlier deadline, so don’t wait next year.  I ran out 

of  me,  info, and energy  to put  in more nomina‐

ons; but did get 2 nomina ons  in for the Dr. A.P. 

Black  awards,  both  currently  ac ve  members  of 

Region  XII;  both  gentlemen  are  a  pleasure  to  be 

around, and are assets to the Associa on. I also put 

in  for  the  Emory  Dawkins  Award  (newsle er  – 

Mark  Harris  –  Editor),  recently  I was  told  by  the 

Chairman  of  the  Awards  Commi ee,  that we  are 

always  in the running for this award, we  just need 

to take that one back from Region X – no hard feelings Chuck and Ka e, and the rest of the Region X mem‐

bers, but don’t slip any, or we will have it back! When I subs tuted for Gerry Schoonmaker (Director) at the 

State Board mee ng in June held in Plant City on Sat. 10th, a member of Region 4 told me about a person in 

Northport that would like to be nominated for the Pat Robinson Scholarship Award. I would love to nominate 

as many folks as I can, but I need details, and for some of the awards it is helpful if the person is ac vely in‐

volved in the associa on. I could not maneuver the new website well enough to find out if this person actual‐

ly was a member of Region XII and was not contacted, and didn’t have their contact info. I did finally receive 

a couple of nomina ons to send through, and to my unhappiness, the Awards Commi ee had already closed 

accep ng any more this year for the Pat Robinson Award. We’ll hold on to them, and try again for the up‐

coming 2018 schools. I’m sorry I didn’t get ya’ll in this go‐around, but I will do everything I can to make it hap‐

pen before the Spring Short School or the following Fall School.  

To All: Please try to a end the October General Membership Mee ng that will be held at the City of Ven‐

ice on 10/19/17 at 6pm,  they are always gracious hosts – good  folks. Please  con nue  to work on ge ng 

sponsors for our Year End Mee ng/Party.  And remember, the deadline for Region XII Outstanding member 

& facility awards are due Nov. 1, 2017.   

...even More Murph on page 3 



In an effort to deliver our Newsletter to EVERY member we want every member to please check this page for 
anyone they know. If you know anyone on this list let them know their Field & Upstream Newsletter came 
back as; “NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED” or “INSUFFICIENT ADDRESS” and to just send us an 
email with the correct address and we’ll have the next issue and the rest sent to their new address.  

Where Are They Now? 

And the other option is to “Join The Email List!” Go to our webpage and click, “Member Log-In  Instructions” 
after you’ve logged in you can change your preferences. Hover over your name and click, “Profile” then under 
Personal Info click, “Contact Info” under  Member Information check the box under  your  Email Ad-
dress to receive the Newsletter and other general information emails from us. You can then surf through the 
other choices under your profile to get the most out of your membership with the FW&PCOA REGION 12.  

WEBMASTER.REGION12@GMAIL.COM 

Isaiah Osbourne ‐ Tampa 

Richard Bernard Jr. ‐ Tampa 2 

At the State Board Mee ng, board and members discussed, mo oned, seconded, and approved to rename 

the FW&PCOA Senior Field Technician Award to be the “Ray Bordner Award” to properly recognize our dear 

comrade Ray’s  reless work over the years. If you hadn’t heard, Ray fell into some serious medical complica‐

ons a er a gall bladder surgery; he is not doing well at all, and will no longer be able to do the distribu on 

or backflow training courses. Our prayers and thoughts go out to him and his family.  

Please RSVP General Membership Mee ngs, Mark has that link on the website, only 2 individuals signed‐up 

for the last GMM; he also has a google map located on there, so that it makes the loca on easy to find; if you 

just don’t want to go to the website, please try to email, call, or text a Region XII board member a week or 

two before  the mee ngs, this  is  important to allow our sponsors  for the mee ng to have a headcount  for 

food. 

Here  is  some  rare  footage of a  FW&PCOA Board   Member – 

Vice President Mike Darrow, exercising a 12” water main valve 

while troubleshoo ng concerns of water quality. The big ques‐

on  is,  looking at his  face, which one  is ge ng  the exercise, 

the valve or Mike? 

As always, work safe and make a mee ng when you can! Murf 



FW&PCOA Region XII 

General Membership Meeting (GMM) Minutes 

Date: 6/15/17 
It was a very heavy rainstorm for our drive to the June 15th General Membership Meeting.  There were a total 
of 15 who attended the meeting.  Thanks to all of those who weathered the storm to attend the meeting.  After 
everyone dried out the meeting was called to order by Chairman Patrick Murphy who welcomed everyone and 
thanked Pat    Allman and the Odyssey staff for hosting and sponsoring the meeting. Chair also noted Odyssey 
is the only 2 time winner of the Pat Flanagan Award.  Chair asked everyone to introduce themselves and who 
they represented and asked everyone to ensure they signed in.  Roll call to establish a quorum:  Gerry 
Schoonmaker, Present; Patrick Murphy,     Present; Steve Saffels, Present; John Wolfe, Present.  Quorum es-
tablished. Murphy took a picture of John Wolfe who was this year’s winner of the Pat Flanagan award but was 
not able to be at the conference to receive it.  The meal was served.   

Call for motion to approve Minutes from last meeting:  Gerry made motion and John seconded, 
passed. Treasurer’s Report – Gerry Schoonmaker reported a balance of $3,368.  Chairman’s Report: 
Murphy re-minded everyone the Fall State Short School was coming up August 14 – 18 in Ft. Pierce. 
Nominations for Fall State Short School award in by June 30th, last day for safety awards nominations was 
June 15th.  Chair also reinforced the continued need for sponsorship search.  Director’s Report: Was made by 
Murphy as he substi-tuted for Gerry Schoonmaker at the State Board meeting in June held in Plant City, the 
Education Committee meeting and Director’s Meeting were both held on Sat. 10th. John Wolfe made the mtg. 
also. Phil Donovan (Publicity Chair) encouraged attendance of council and commission meetings and 
reminded Board members to bring their Water Professionals proclamations to the August Short School. Walt 
Smyser showed that there is now a static listing of Backflow Certificate holders on the website now; some 
more sorting, and folks will be able to print their certificates from the site; board packet meetings will also be 
retrievable from the site, and Directors will be able to upload their reports directly. Utility Maintenance 
Committee is assembling presenta-tions for a Level I course. Tom King is almost complete with a Stormwater 
B course. Discussion about FWP-COA mission statement, some revisions and discussion to be held at next 
board meeting. Board and members discussed, motion, second and approved to rename the FW&PCOA Senior 
Field Technician Award to be the “Ray Bordner Award” to properly recognize Ray’s tireless work over the 
years. Next meeting at Indian River State College in Ft. Pierce prior to State Short School – Education meeting 
Sat 3pm – 5pm 8/12; BOD’s meet-ing Sun 9am – 12pm 8/13; then School Aug 14th – 18th.  Gerry reported 
there has also been discussion on se-cession planning at the state level and discussion on investment of some 
of the State monies.  Committee Re-ports:  Newsletter / Webmaster – Mark Harris: Has asked for help 
with putting together the newsletter. Education Committee:  Still working on a Region XII short school, 
date TBA.  Mike Darrow said the FW&PCOA ‘B’ Drinking Water course in now available and On-Line, the 
‘B’ Wastewater course is about 25% developed.   Awards committee:  State Fall short school awards, 
Murphy is working on some now, dead-line June 30th; Murphy was also was told by Dave Patchuki that 
Rebecca Rodriquez would like to be nominat-ed for Pat   Robinson Award, told him she is in Region XII 
(maybe Northport) for WW collection.  Deadline for Region XII              Outstanding member & facility 
awards are due Nov. 1, 2017.  Old Business: Continue to find sponsors for the Year End Meeting / Party – 
thanks to Gerry and Paul for getting two sponsors, we just need 10 more. New Business:  a. Board meeting – 
Popi’s, July 20th, need to prepare slate for October meeting presentation.   b. Please RSVP General 
Membership Meetings, Mark has that link on the website, only 2 indi-viduals signed-up for this GMM (as of 
6/13); he also has a google map located on there, so that it makes it easy to find.  c. Tampa Bay Wastewater 
Forum & Maintenance Forum – a utilities networking group formed, multi-county attendance, some of our 
members are attending already, Just mentioning. 

Next Meeting: August 17th GMM XX to be announced, still working with Sims HD who said they would 
sponsor, and are working on lining up hosting.  BAM Drawing (Bumming Around Money):  Ric Romanoff.  
Call for Adjournment:  Motion made by John, Second by Ger ry, Motion Car r ied. 



The Sponsors of Region-12 
Sponsors 

Evoqua Water Technologies 
Full Service Odor and Corrosion Control Solutions 

www.evoqua.com 

Evoqua Water Technologies is a recognized leader providing products and services for the control of odors 
and corrosion in wastewater systems. Our treatment are based on data collected at 
your site and may include one or more technologies to achieve the desired results in a cost effective 
manner. Evoqua can customize the right solution for your specific odor control problem.  

Harshman (941) 928-0453 

WOL-COAT  
Protective Coatings and Repair Products 

wol-coat.com 

Wol-Coat 310 is a 100% Solids Epoxy chemical resistant liner/coating for the protection of interiors of 
wastewater treatment plants structures, lift stations, large diameter pipes and manholes. At a mix ratio 
of 1 to 1 this chemically cured amine epoxy has excellent chemical, corrosion, moisture, and stain and 
abrasion resistance. Please give us a call if you want and excellent product at a great value for your 
coating needs.  

Contact: John Wolfe: jwolfe@wol-coat.com  (813) 263-4498 

Edward Jones Investments 
Making Sense of Investing 

EdwardJones.com 

As an Edward Jones financial advisor, I believe it’s important to invest my time to understand what 
you’re working toward before you invest your money. It's also important to understand the level of risk 
you're comfortable accepting when investing so we can balance it with the steps necessary to reach your 
long-term goals.  

Contact: Melissa Haskins :  Melissa.Haskins@EdwardJones.com (813) 685-5294 



Electro Mechanical South, Inc.  
Complete Machine Shop Capability 

EMS-FL.COM  

We were the first motor repair shop in Florida to offer a Two (2) year warranty on our 

rewinds, a tribute to our process and material selection. We maintain an" Environmentally Friendly" busi-
ness model. We have developed a reputation as being problem solvers, rather than repeating the same 
behavior and expecting a different result. service is truly a 24 hour per day/ 7 days a week 52 weeks a 
year to accommodate our customers doing their business.  

Contact: Ric Romanoff rromanoff@ems-fl.com (800) 925-9EMS (9367) 

Quality Water Services 
Quality Services at Affordable Prices  

Certified License Operator, Drinking Water, WasteWater 

Utility Operation, Backflow Assembly Device Tester  

Repair & Testing, Free Estimate  

Contact: David Stevens  

Owner/Lead Operator  

(813) 205-1045  

Email: QualityWaterServices1969@gmail.com  

The Sponsors of Region-12 
Sponsors 

—YOUR NAME HERE—  
SUPPORT REGION 12 WITH AN  

ANNUAL WEBPAGE & NEWSLETTER  

ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP  

EMAIL: WEBMASTER.REGION12@GMAIL.COM 



Region XII’s 

R.S.V.P. BY                          webmaster.region12@gmail.com or 941-400-3476 

Our Host & Sponsor! 

What The Heck is That????? 
Take a look at this picture. Have you ever seen 
one of these? Do you have a guess? Bring your 
answer to the NEXT MEETING and you could 
win BAM! That’s Bumming Around Money! All 
correct guesses are put in a hat, and the winner 
drawn at random will win $25 U.S. 

Thursday, August 17, 2017 @ 6:00pm 

Aug. 14,  2017 

1219 US HWY 301, Tampa, FL 33619 

ABOUT SIMS CRANE: 
Founded in 1959 in Tampa, Florida, Sims Crane & Equipment Co. is the leading crane and rigging company in 
the state, with over 50 years of innovative safety practices and education, sophisticated technology and finan-
cial stability. Since Founder Thomas H. Sims bought his first H-5 mobile crane in 1961, customer service prin-
ciples have been built around family values and nurturing client relationships. 

As a third generation family owned and operated business, Sims Crane & Equipment is ranked 16 in the ACT 
Top 100 of the largest crane owning companies in North America and 28 among the RER Top 100 equipment 
providers. Sims offers the latest in equipment and boasts a fully trained service department. With on-site con-
sultations, and detailed 3D lift planning, Sims Crane application specialists help safely move valuable assets. 

In 2016, Sims Crane added 35 staff members for a total of more than 400 employees, including 159 crane op-
erators, 53 apprentices, 29 transport drivers and 40 maintenance personnel. Also in 2016, the company ac-
quired 32 new cranes, 71 support vehicles/trailers and three Goldhofer self-propelled modular transports. 

Sims Crane & Equipment has 12 locations around the state of Florida in Daytona Beach, Ft. Myers, Jackson-
ville, Miami, Mulberry, Ocala, Orlando, Sarasota, Titusville, West Palm Beach, Vero Beach and headquarters 
in Tampa. Call Sims Crane at 888-97-CRANE (888-972-7263) or visit www.simscrane.com<http://
www.simscrane.com>. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1219+US-301,+Tampa,+FL+33619/@27.9581698,-82.3574668,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88c2cf054d957941:0xa80d292f6504a5b3!8m2!3d27.9581698!4d-82.3552781


GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

Sponsor: HD Sims 

Location:  1219 US-301, Tampa, FL 33619 
Date : August 17th 

Time : 6:00 pm  

***Look for the FW&PCOA REGION 12 MEETING INSIDE SIGN*** 

SIMS CRANE

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1219+US-301,+Tampa,+FL+33619/@27.9581698,-82.3574668,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88c2cf054d957941:0xa80d292f6504a5b3!8m2!3d27.9581698!4d-82.3552781
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